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OUR MISSION 
 

To represent recreational and small commercial drone 
operators by promoting safety and a reasonable 

regulatory environment in Canada. 

 

Here's a quick review of key events and 
accomplishments over the course of 2023. Quite a year!" 

  

January 
 
Building a DPAC Safety Course. 
DPAC started planning the objectives, content, and technology platform for the Safety Course. 
 
DPAC meets with NAV CANADA 
A member of the DPAC Steering Committee had direct discussions by ‘phone with NAV CANADA’s Director 
of RPAS Traffic Management in January.  The offer for talks was extended by NAV CANADA after concerns 
had been expressed that recreational drone pilots were not benefiting as well as had been expected from 
the introduction of NAV DRONE, the app used by NAV CANADA to manage drones flying in Controlled 
Airspace.   
 
There was a useful exchange of views and NAV CANADA was able to explain the basic principles they apply 
to drone management; essentially operation in VLOS only and, ideally, a distinct and deliberate separation 
of drones from airspace in use by manned aircraft.  The DPAC representative expressed disappointment 
that implementation of these two principles was not based on objective assessment of the risks involved 
and adversely and unfairly impacted the drone community.  The discussion concluded with agreement 
that DPAC could make suggestions that would improve arrangements for drone management without 
affecting aviation safety, but NAV CANADA’S stance was that the only acceptable level of risk was one 
predicated on zero incidents involving drones. 
Several suggestions for improvements to NAV DRONE were subsequently submitted.  They have never 
been acknowledged and have certainly not been implemented. 

 

http://www.dronepilotassociationofcanada.com/


 

February 
 

Discussion with NAV Drone Executives 
Mike Hill met with NAV Drone leaders to raise concerns 
about variations in drone altitude restrictions between 
cities. For example, parts of Kingston require manual 
authorization even 10 feet off the ground in highly built-up 
areas." 

 

 

March 
 
Remote ID in Canada: DPAC’s Position. 
The Drone Pilot Association of Canada (DPAC) has developed a crisp position on Remote ID in Canada. 
The Position Paper is now available on the DPAC website’s Resources page, Remote-ID-for-Drones-DPAC-
Position-Paper-V1.4.pdf (dronepilotassociationofcanada.com) 
 

 
Here is the executive summary: 
 

- The Drone Pilot Association of Canada (DPAC) has developed a policy position on drone Remote ID 
that balances accountability and privacy. DPAC is an organization of recreational and small 
commercial drone pilots advocating for safe and responsible drone use in Canada.  
 

- DPAC recognizes that Remote ID can enhance safety, security and accountability but also advises 
that Remote ID carries the risk of government over-reach for the drone community, potentially 
compromising reasonable freedom and privacy.  
 

- As such, DPAC recommends: • Remote ID should be mandatory for drones over 25kg or drones over 
250g performing higher risk operations such as flying beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS). 
Otherwise, Remote ID should be optional for drones under 25kg, including particularly micro drones 
less than 250g. • The Remote ID data packet be limited to the drone serial number and aircraft 
location coordinates. The control station/pilot location must not be transmitted, unless encrypted in 
such a way that only authorized law enforcement entities can determine that location.  
 

- DPAC has also developed recommendations for associated enforcement processes, affordability, 
and implementation timeline considerations. DPAC suggests that it should be invited to Transport 
Canada policy forums and committees, such as CanaDAC, to ensure the interests of recreational 
and small commercial drone pilots are represented in Remote ID regulatory development 
discussions. 
 

DPAC Met with Transport Canada. 
 
The Drone Pilot Association of Canada (DPAC) steering committee met with Transport Canada in March 
with a full agenda of topics? Things went very well. 
 
Here are some agenda items discussed: 
- Discussion on the AIM updates 
- Discussion on the proposed new expanded regulations regarding. 

o Low risk BVLOS flights 
o RPAS Operator Certificate 

 



 

 

 

 

June 
 
DPAC Safety Course on track to become a reality. 
DPAC’s safety course is moving forward, final review is in the 
works and will be available to drone pilots soon... 
 
DPAC Met with Transport Canada.  
The Drone Pilot Association of Canada (DPAC) steering 
committee met with Transport Canada in June with a full 
agenda of topics!  
 
Here are some agenda items discussed: 

Update on Aviation Radio Issue 
RPAS Exams Improvements 
New regulations Proposals 

 

 

  

 

  

April 
 

Drone Insurance Review. 
 
Based on popular demand, DPAC has engaged the 
insurance industry to develop a Canada-wide drone 
insurance program. 
 
More awareness must be brought to their attention about 
the growing drone industry and its impact on Canadian 
businesses to get them onboarded. 

July 
 
DPAC held our first Canada-wide “DPAC Fly Day.” 
“DPAC Fly Day” will occur each year on the closest 
Saturday to Canada Day - July 1st.  This is intended to be 
a day when drone pilots of all ages and experiences can 
meet and exchange information and experience - and 
members of the public can learn about drones.” Fun for 
everyone, with a video collage of a sampling: 
https://youtu.be/AGgzN_sYrko 

https://www.dronepilotassociationofcanada.com/dpac-met-with-transport-canada-all-hugs-and-kisses/
https://www.dronepilotassociationofcanada.com/dpac-met-with-transport-canada-all-hugs-and-kisses/
https://www.dronepilotassociationofcanada.com/dpac-met-with-transport-canada-all-hugs-and-kisses/
https://www.dronepilotassociationofcanada.com/dpac-fly-day-save-the-date-sunday-july-2-2023/
https://youtu.be/AGgzN_sYrko


August 
 

DPAC follow up meeting with NAV CANADA 
Discussions have continued throughout the year, with 
the Steering Committee member granted a lengthy 
interview in August with a consultant reviewing NAV 
CANADA’s drone management arrangements.  This 
proved to be a very constructive discussion, but no 
changes to NAV DRONE have resulted and an offer 
made in September to participate in beta testing of a 
major new iteration of the app has not come to pass. 

 

September 
 

Airline Pilots Association (ALPA). 
The Airline Pilots Association represents 11,000 pilots at 20 air carriers in Canada.  
DPAC Steering Committee member Nick Seemel was invited to participate in a panel discussion at their 
annual safety meeting in Chicago. With flight scheduling issues preventing him from attending in person 
he sent a video presentation which was viewed during the panel discussing Canadian drone safety, 
regulations, and the future of drone operations.  

Transport Canada, Advanced Air Mobility, and NAV CANADA were also panel members for this well 
attended panel discussion. The panel was well received and went into overtime with all the attendees’ 
questions.  

 
DPAC’s Feedback: 6 Key Issues With The New Canadian Drone Regulations Proposal. 
The Drone Pilot Association of Canada (DPAC) has prepared and submitted a Position Paper on the new 
Transport Canada proposed RPAS regulation changes, to be implemented in late 2024 and 2025 
timeframes. 
 
The Drone Pilot Safety Course on track for implementation. 
DPAC’s new drone pilot safety course became available as of September 22. This has been a collaborative 
effort of the steering committee and has become a major accomplishment for our association, here is 
the link to the Safety Course: : DPAC Safety Course - Drone Pilot Association of Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dronepilotassociationofcanada.com/6-key-issues-with-the-new-canadian-drone-regulations-proposal-dpacs-draft-feedback/
https://www.dronepilotassociationofcanada.com/6-key-issues-with-the-new-canadian-drone-regulations-proposal-dpacs-draft-feedback/
https://www.dronepilotassociationofcanada.com/courses/dpac-safety-course/


October 
 

Drone Pilot Safety Course Qualifies for Recency. 
The DPAC Safety Course was accepted by Transport Canada 
as meeting the 24-month recency requirements for RPAS 
pilots. 
 
DPAC Met with Transport Canada.  
The Drone Pilot Association of Canada (DPAC) steering 
committee met with Transport Canada in October with a 
full agenda of topics! 
 
Here are some agenda items discussed: 

- New regulations status update 
- Aviation radio update 
- DPAC Safety Course 
- Latest AIM Document 
- DJI Mini 4 Listing Issue 
- Flying over National Parks 

 

November 
 

DPAC Steering Committee back up to full 

strength. 
DPAC has now enlisted a new member of the DPAC 
steering committee by the name of Jean Lamoureux 
replacing Steven Anderson, a founding member of DPAC. 
“Welcome Jean, and thank you, Steve!” 
 

DPAC Popup Shirt Sales (Merch Store). 
Based on membership interest, DPAC launched its first ever 
merchandise sale such as T-shirts, Hoodies, and safety vets, 
after running for 3 weeks a quantity of 170 items sold.  
 
Thank-You, everyone. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.dronepilotassociationofcanada.com/dpac-met-with-transport-canada-all-hugs-and-kisses/


December 
 
Canadian Drone Pilots and Drones: The finals counts are in as of December 29. 
 
Great news! The official counts are in for 2023 compared to 2022, What a Year! 
 

 
 
Issues DPAC is looking into currently, more to follow! 
 
Sub 250 grams drones are selling like hot cakes and are sharing the skies with other drones and aircraft 
more than ever. Free education and safety tutorials will go a long way to making the skies safer for 
everyone concerned.   
 
Canadian drone pilots experience confusion between the approach adopted by DJI to safety management 
in shared airspace with Fly safe™️ and the approach taken by NAV CANADA whose online app NAV DRONE 
is the authoritative instrument for drone management in Canada. 

 

 

 

 


